
Reading passage for matching features.  

(Read the options and the statements. Text is below these). 

The passage mentions several materials: 

A: Gold 

B: Runic stones 

C: Forged iron 

D: Brass 

For questions 1 to 9 match the materials with their descriptions. You can use the letters more than 

once. 

Commonly mentioned in Viking stories …… 

Found on the handle of a particular weapon …… 

Associated with a new religion for Vikings …… 

Represents force in ancient stories …… 

Difficult to produce …… 

Scarce in the historical record …… 

Commonly found on the handles of swords …… 

Used to commemorate people …… 

Associated with sorcery …… 

 

The last Viking and his ‘Magical’ Sword 

A: “The way swords are referred to in the sagas suggests that the sword is an important bearer of the identity 

of the warrior. A sword reveals the warrior’s social status, his position of power and his strength. The sagas 

also tell us that gold had a special symbolic value in Norse society. In Norse literature gold represented power 

and potency. 

B: Gold is rarely found in archaeological material from the Viking Period and then too, it stood for power and 

potency. This indicates that gold had considerable economic and symbolic value. Based on the descriptions 

in the literature, we can say that the sword was the male jewellery par excellence of the Viking Age,” said 

Hanne Lovise Aannestad, the author of a recent article on ornate swords from the days of the Vikings. 

C: The sagas emphasise the importance of the ornate sword. Swords could have hilts of gold with 

ornamentation and magical runes. The mythical sagas tell of magical swords forged by dwarfs. The creation 

of myths around the art of the blacksmith and the making of high-quality swords may be related to the fact 



that few people mastered the art. The production of metal objects of high quality may have been a form of 

hidden knowledge unavailable to most people. This gave the objects a magical aura. 

D: “In Mediaeval literature, swords are referred to as aesthetic, powerful and magical objects. The many 

similarities between the descriptions of swords in Norse and Mediaeval literature suggest that the splendour 

of the sword in the latter had roots in the Viking notions of the symbolic power, magic and ritual aspects of 

the ornate sword. The Viking Age was a period of great social upheaval. At times like that, certain symbolic 

objects may play an important role in negotiating social positions. There is much to suggest that these 

magnificent swords were such objects, reflecting the status and power of the warrior and his clan,” said 

Hanne Lovise. 

F: The axe found in the same grave has no gold decoration. But the shaft is coated with brass and it may well 

have flashed like gold when the sun shone. Such shaft coatings are very rare in Norway. But a number of 

similar battle-axes have been found in the River Thames in London. That makes the axe particularly 

interesting. Dating of the axe from Langeid shows that it belongs to the same period as the axes found in the 

Thames. There was a long series of battles along the Thames in the late 10th and early 11th centuries. The 

Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard and his son Canute led their armies against the English king in the battle for 

the English throne. Even the Norwegian king Olav (Haraldsson) the Holy was involved in the attack on London 

in 1009. The men under the Danish King were from all over Scandinavia. Did the axes get lost in the Thames 

during the numerous skirmishes, or did the victors throw them in the river? 

F: Further down the Setesdal Valley we find a runic stone, which says: “Arnstein raised this stone in memory 

of Bjor his son. He found death when Canute “went after” England. God is one.” (Translated from the Old 

Norse). The text probably refers to King Canute’s attacks on England in 1013-14. It is likely that the stone 

was erected just after the incursions, by a father whose son never came back home. A written source from 

the 12th century states that ‘s closest army had to meet certain requirements. Soldiers had to honour the 

king, had to belong to the leading families in society and also had to provide their own gilded axes and sword 

hilts. 

G: The Langeid sword would no doubt have been approved by King Canute, probably also the axe. The sword 

was made outside Norway and an Anglo-Saxon origin is quite possible. The axe is very similar to those found 

in the Thames, especially in its brass coating. The grave with the sword also contained the only coin found in 

Langeid from the Anglo-Saxon region, which increases the possibility that the dead man had a particular 

connection to the events in England. 

H: “It’s quite possible that the dead man was one of King Canute’s hand-picked men for the battles with King 

Ethelred of England. Seen in connection with the runic stone further down the valley, it is tempting to suggest 

that it is Bjor himself who was brought home and buried here. Another possibility is that his father Arnstein 

only got his son’s magnificent weapons back and that, precisely for that reason, he decided to erect a runic 

stone for his son as a substitute for a grave. When Arnstein himself died, his son’s glorious weapons were 

laid in his grave. The death of his son must have been very tough on an old man. Perhaps their relatives 

honoured both Arnstein and Bjor by letting Arnstein be buried with the weapons with such a heroic history,” 

said Zanette Glørstad. 

I: The runic stone dates from the same period as the final phase of the burial ground and testifies that 

Christianity is about to take root in Norwegian society. It is the oldest runic stone in Norway that refers to 

Christianity. Could this also explain why the weapons were placed outside the coffin? In a transitional period, 

people may have chosen to use both pagan and Christian elements in a funeral. The Langeid grave is from 

one of the last pagan funerals we know of from Norway and marks both the greatness and the end of the 

Viking Age. 

 



Answers 

1.  A - This indicates that gold had considerable economic and symbolic value. Based on the descriptions in 

the literature.   In Norse literature gold represented power and potency. 

2.  D - The axe found in the same grave has no gold decoration. But the shaft is coated with brass and it may 

well have flashed like gold when the sun shone. 

3.  B - The runic stone dates from the same period as the final phase of the burial ground and testifies that 

Christianity is about to take root in Norwegian society. 

4.  A - , it (gold) stood for power and potency 

5.  C - The mythical sagas tell of magical swords forged by dwarfs. The creation of myths around the art of the 

blacksmith and the making of high-quality swords may be related to the fact that few people mastered the 

art. 

6.  A - Gold is rarely found in archaeological material from the Viking Period and then too. 

7.  A - Swords could have hilts of gold with ornamentation and magical runes. 

8.  B - Seen in connection with the runic stone further down the valley, it is tempting to suggest that it is Bjor 

himself who was brought home and buried here. Another possibility is that his father Arnstein only got his 

son’s magnificent weapons back and that, precisely for that reason, he decided to erect a runic stone for his 

son as a substitute for a grave. 

9.  C - The production of metal objects of high quality may have been a form of hidden knowledge unavailable 

to most people. This gave the objects a magical aura. Viking notions of the symbolic power, magic and ritual 

aspects of the ornate sword. 

 


